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is a great gap and far from the only one. The French social his-
torian who took Proust too seriously, or too exclusively as a source
would err even more grievously than the historian who takes
Saint*Simon too seriously. But as Saintc-Bcuve said in reply to the
denigration of Saint-Simon by his editor, Chcrucl, "II dounait i
tout ce qu'il voyait et qu'il d6peignait ensuite cette chose unique,
incomparable, la vie, la physionomie> la ilammc. Laissom les pro-
cfes-verbaux pour ce qu'ils sont, prcnons la peinture pour ce
qu'elle est."